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RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTCR 

A Measurine Device 

US Pattttt AppUcadon NOb 10/526^460 |^Qy ^ q 2QQg 

Dear Sir/Madam 

I am not sure if ttkis is the coxrect address to \¥rite to - I'd ^ipreciate if you could redirect as 

necessary. 

I am writing to you regardiag the report - an Office Action in which all of the claims re my 
above application number are rejected by the Examiner, citing six Patent No's in particular 
for this decision. 

I have had time to review each of these in detail and believe that each is substantially different 
in its construction and use, from my device 

I have made some notes on the claims which were cited and I have listed the differences 
between these and my ^yplication. (These notes yau will find in what I titled Section 1 
below y 

1 also believe Aat the claims in my application mey^ in hindsight have been too general and 
vague in then wording - 1 have detailed below possible rewocding of these claims in Section 

2 below. 

In response to your comments r^antbg my claims please see my comments: 
Claim 14 

You argue that this was anticipated by Ooldoian » however Goldman did not hove a hinged 90 
degree coiipling, but instead an independent attachment to fit on a standazid rigid end hook, 
and a hinged finger guard tab on the t&pt casing. So 90 degree coupling hinged at zero point 
on scale could not be antic^>ated by Goldman, 

Even if lower section of Goldman did hinge it is not fixed at 90 degrees to upper section to fit 
into comer and upper and lower parts do not move each odier into required position as t^e is 
ofioed up to work. 

Claim 15 

With Goldman only upper part of coupling is hinged at free end of the elongate member. 
Upper and lower parts would have hinged independently IF lower part hinged. 

Claim 16 

Only perpendicular to one another when die first section (60) is folded down and not in use. 
They are coplanar when (60) is in use but bodi peipendicular to the elongate member. 

Claim 17 

Yes , init end hook is standard rigid 90 degree hook as on a standard tape which does not 
hinge. Anchor on Goldman does not form part of hinge. 

Claim IS 

Goldman coupling is substantially flat with slight concave surface which hinges about the 
axis independently of hook 34. My inv^ition coniprises 90 degree coupling which fomis 
equivalent of hook 34 when folded in one direction but in which upper and lower hinge 
togedier as one. 

Claim 20 

Only the upper coupling is displaceable in Goldman tape* Also in my tape holes in the 
coupling coiTeq>ond with the position of the rivets where required, to allow 90 d^ree rotation. 
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Claim 21 

This is a generic claim used by all 
Claim 23 

Again, only the upper coupling is hinged with Goldman. 



Claim 24 

This is standard for dl tq>6S, 

Regarding your conuDesits in relad<Mi to Ten Caat et al. 
Claim 14 

The coupling (3,4,7,9) ^described by Ten Caat et al ,all hinge uidependently as substantially 
flat plates and part (9) ,and so will not form a rigid 90 degree ooiiq>Iing, as does tape, and 
SO will not readily fit into a comer. 

Claim 17 

Anchor is substantially different as it does not farm the inner section of hinge to permanent 
90 degree coupling, rather it is base for various indepCTdent sections. 

Claim IS 

Ten caat et al coupling consists of individual plates which are substantially flat .rather than 
single 90 degree coupling with inner and outer surfaces »and radius around corner^ made to 
be at zero point of scale when required, as anchor slides in and out on rivets to allow for 
thickness of plate sections^ as known in prior art 

Claim 19 

Ten caat et al show four independent parts where plates are substantially flat, plus elongate 
member to hinge independently of each othei<£g 2) . 

Seamus Orealy shows one anchcn- to elongate member which forms inner part of hinge to 90 
degree coupling which hinges about anchor. 

Claim 22 

Backing plate (4) rc&Bcred to by Ten caat et al is known in prior art, but forms a reinforcement 
at the rivets 

Rew<Mk of Clflimg^ 14-24 incL Changes in bold 
Claim 14 ( new) 

A measuring device comprising an elongate member; and a coupling in operative association 
with the elongate member, the coupliixg comprising a first section and a second section, 
^^ein die first section and the second section are rigidly coupled to each other at 90 
degrees^elative to one another, the coupling being ads^^ted to rotatably hinge^to said 
elongate m^ber, about an axis which lies substantially parallel to a transverse axis of the 
elongate member, between a first state in which the first section is disposed substantially 
parallel to a longitudinal axis of the elongate member, to a second state in which the second 
section is disposed substantially parallel to the longitiuiinal axis of the elongate member. 

Claim 15(new) 
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A measuring device according to Claim 14 herein the axis about which the coupling is 
hinged lies substantially contiguous with a free end of the elongate member, while allowing 
for Ifae inside or Hie oatiidc sur&ce of the first or second section* and the radius of the 
coupling to be at a zero point on the scale as required. 

Claim 16(new) 

A measuriiig device according to Claim 14 wherein the first section and the second section 
are di^sed permanently substantially perpendiciilar to one another. 

Claim 17(new) 

A measuring device according to Claim 14 wherein the coupling is secured to the elongate 
member by means of an anchor, which forms the inner part of a hinge to the coupling. 

Claim 18(new) 

A measuring device according to Claim 17 comprising a pin arranged to secure the coupling 
to the anchor, the pin deiimng the axis aboxit which die coupling is hinged , and die centre 
point of a radius between the fir^t section and the second section. 



Claim 19(new) 

A measuring device according to Claim 18 in which one or other of the coupling or anchor 
has a pair of placed apart collars , while the other of die coupling or anchor has a single collar 
shfq;>ed and dunensioned to be seated b^een Ae pair of spaced apart collars^ wherein the pm 
passes toough the three collars in order to secure the coupling to the anchor. 
Note : Ten Caat et al describes holes in independent plate sh^ml parts which allow these 
plate sh^ed parts to hinge ind^>endendy of each other and must do so fbr accurate use. 
Rathbun describes a single plate hinged down only* 

Claim 20(new) 

A measuring device according to Claim 14 wherein the coupling is displaceable , in the 
direction of die longitudinal axis of the elongate member, a distance substantial^ equal to a 
first state wherein the first section is 90 degrees above the elongate member to a second 
state where the second section is 90 d^^rees bdow die elongate member. 

Claim 21(new) 

A measuring device according to Claim 14 wherein the elongate member comprises a tape 

having measuring indicia diereon. 

Note : tUs is standard for aU measuring tapes. 



Claim 22(new) 

A measuring device according to Claim 17 further comprising a backing plate scoured, 
dnough the elongate member, to the anchor. 
Note : this is known in prior art 

Claim 23(new) 

A measuring device according to Claim 14 , with a 90 degree coupling » wherein a tiansition 
from the first section to the second section has a radius of curvature whose centre coiresponds 
to the axis about which the coupling is hinged . 



Claim 24(new) 
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A measuring device according to Claim 14 turther comimsing a hoxising into which the 
eloogato member is retractable. 

Note : this is known in prior art and is standard casing for a measuring tape. 



I would be grateful if you could review these notes and advise your opinion . Also please let 
me Icnow the likely costs involved in pursuing this. I can be contacted direcdy on the number 
listed below. 



Best regards, 



Seamus Gieally 
phone 

00 353 S3 3321279 



Address : 

SOCrannNua 

Edendeny Road 

Poitarlington. 

CoLaois 

Ireland 
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